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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
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Dear Examiner Johnson: 



Please amend the above-identified application as set out below and kindly 
consider the remarks that follow. Allowance of the application is respectfully requested. 



In re application of: Stephen Pearson 



Art Unit: 3728 



. Appl.No. 10/803,302 
Filed: March 18, 2004 



Examiner: Jerrold Johnson 
Atty. Docket: MKL-006 
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Amendments to the Claims: 

1 . (Original) A hand-operated container having a generally cylindrical shape, 
comprising: 

a top shell including a substantially circular top and a substantially cylindrical 
upper outer sidewall extending down from the top, the top overhanging the upper outer 
sidewall to form an upper annular retaining edge extending away from the upper outer 
sidewall; 

a bottom shell including a substantially circular bottom and a substantially 
cylindrical lower outer sidewall extending up from the bottom, the bottom underhanging 
the lower outer sidewall to form a lower annular retaining edge extending away from the 

lower outer sidewall; 

wherein the top shell and the bottom shell are mated to form an enclosure, a 
sidewall discharge opening, and a race when the top and bottom shells are place in an 
assembled relation, the enclosure being defined by the top, the bottom and the upper and 
lower outer sidewalls and the race being defined by the upper annular retaining edge, the 
lower annular retaining edge, and the exterior surfaces of the upper and lower outer 
sidewalls; and 

a ring having a ring discharge opening and being fitted to the race for rotating in 
the race, the ring permitting access to the enclosure when the ring is rotated to align the 
ring discharge opening with the sidewall discharge opening. 

2. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 1, further comprising: 

a plurality of interior walls extending between the top and bottom for forming a 
plurality of compartments within the enclosure. 

3. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 2, wherein the interior walls extend 
radially from the center of the container. 
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4. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 2, further comprising a plurality of 
sidewall discharge openings, each of the sidewall discharge openings corresponding to 
one of the compartments. 

5. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 1, further comprising: 

a center column upwardly extending from the bottom; 
a bore formed in the center column; and 

a center pin downwardly extending from the top, the center pin frictionaUy 
engaging the bore to fasten the top and bottom shells together when the top and bottom 
shells are placed in the assembled relation. 

6. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 1, further comprising: 

a detent mechanism formed on the exterior surface of at least one the outer 
sidewalls and the interior surface of the ring. 

7. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 1 , wherein the ring includes finger 
grips. 

8. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 1, wherein the ring includes a 
plurality of discharge openings. 

9. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 1 , further comprising: 

alignment members extending from the top shell or bottom shell. 

1 0. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a magnet attached to the top shell or bottom shell. 

1 1 . (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 1 , in combination with a plurality of 
dispensable items placed in the enclosure. 
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12. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 1 , wherein the ring has a groove 
formed on its interior surface for reducing friction between the outer sidewalls and the 



ring. 



13-15. (Canceled) 

16. (Original) A hand-operated container having a generally cylindrical shape, 
comprising: 

a top shell including a substantially circular top and a substantially cylindrical 
upper outer sidewall extending down from the top and a plurality of interior walls 
extending radially from the center of the top to the upper outer sidewall, the upper outer 
sidewall having a plurality of half discharge openings formed therein, the top 
overhanging the upper outer sidewall to form an upper annular retaining edge extending 
away from the upper outer sidewall; 

a bottom shell including a substantially circular bottom and a substantially 
cylindrical lower outer sidewall extending up from the bottom and a plurality of interior 
walls extending radially from the center of the top to the upper outer sidewall, the lower 
outer sidewall having a plurality of half discharge openings formed therein, the bottom 
underhanging the lower outer sidewall to form a lower annular retaining edge extending 
away from the lower outer sidewall; 

at least one alignment member formed on the top shell or bottom shell; 

wherein the top shell and the bottom shell are mated to form a plurality of 
compartments, a corresponding plurality of sidewall discharge openings and a race when 
the top and bottom shells are place in an assembled relation, the compartments being 
defined by the top, the bottom, the interior walls and the upper and lower outer sidewalls 
and the race being defined by the upper annular retaining edge, the lower annular 
retaining edge, and the exterior surfaces of the upper and lower outer sidewalls; and 

a ring having a ring discharge opening and being fitted to the race for rotating in 
the race, the ring permitting access to each of the compartments when the ring is rotated 
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to align the ring discharge opening with a corresponding one of the sidewall discharge 
openings. 

17. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 16, further comprising: 

a center column upwardly extending from the bottom; 
a bore formed in the center column; and 

a center pin downwardly extending from the top, the center pin frictionally 
engaging the bore to fasten the top and bottom shells together when the top and bottom 
shells are placed in the assembled relation. 

18. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 16, further comprising a magnet 
attached to the top shell or the bottom shell. 

19. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 18, wherein the magnet is a sheet of 
magnetic material. 

20. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 16, in combination with a plurality 
of dispensable items placed in at least one of the compartments. 

21. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 16, further comprising indicia on the 
top corresponding to each of the compartments. 

22. (Original) The hand-operated container of claim 16, further comprising a plurality of 
finger lugs formed on the outer surface of the top, the bottom or outer surfaces of both the 
top and bottom. 

23. (Original) A method for manufacturing a hand-operated container, comprising: 

providing a top shell including a substantially circular top and a substantially 
cylindrical upper outer sidewall extending down from the top, the top overhanging the 
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upper outer sidewall to form an upper annular retaining edge extending away from the 
upper outer sidewall; 

providing a bottom shell mated to the top shell, the bottom shell including a 
substantially circular bottom and a substantially cylindrical lower outer sidewall 
extending up from the bottom, the bottom underhanging the lower outer sidewall to form 
a lower annular retaining edge extending away from the lower outer sidewall; 

placing a rotatable ring around lower out sidewall, the ring having a ring 

discharge opening; and 

fastening together the top shell and the bottom shell in an assembled relation so 
that the ring is rotatable around both the lower and upper outer sidewalls, the assembled 
shells forming an enclosure, a sidewall discharge opening, and a race, the enclosure being 
defined by the top, the bottom and the upper and lower outer sidewalls and the race being 
defined by the upper annular retaining edge, the lower annular retaining edge, and the 
exterior surfaces of the upper and lower outer sidewalls, the ring permitting access to the 
enclosure when the ring is rotated in the race to align the ring discharge opening with the 
sidewall discharge opening. 

24. (New) A hand-operated container having a generally cylindrical shape, 
comprising: 

a top shell including a substantially circular top and a substantially cylindrical 
upper outer sidewall extending down from the top, the top overhanging the upper outer 
sidewall to form an upper retaining edge extending away from the upper outer sidewall; 

a bottom shell including a substantially circular bottom and a substantially 
cylindrical lower outer sidewall extending up from the bottom, the bottom underhanging 
the lower outer sidewall to form a lower retaining edge extending away from the lower 
outer sidewall; 

wherein the top shell and the bottom shell are mated to form an enclosure, a 
sidewall discharge opening, and a race when the top and bottom shells are place in an 
assembled relation, the enclosure being defined by the top, the bottom and the upper and 
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lower outer sidewalls and the race being defined by the upper retaining edge, the lower 
retaining edge, and the exterior surfaces of the upper and lower outer sidewalls; and 

a ring having a ring discharge opening and being fitted to the race for rotating in 
the race, the ring permitting access to the enclosure when the ring is rotated to align the 
ring discharge opening with the sidewall discharge opening. 

25. (New) The hand-operated container of claim 24, further comprising a magnet 
attached to the top shell or the bottom shell. 

26. (New) The hand-operated container of claim 24, in combination with a plurality of 
dispensable items placed in the enclosure. 
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REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully requests allowance of the present application. All of the 
pending claims recite subject matter that is patentable over the cited references. 

Claims Status 

This response cancels claims 13-15 without prejudice or disclaimer and adds new 
claims 24-26. After entry of this amendment, claims 1-12 and 16-26 remain pending in 
the application. Claims 1 -1 2 and 16-23 have been allowed. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The rejected claims, claims 13-15, have been canceled without prejudice or 
disclaimer. 

New Claims 

Independent claim 24 is substantially similar to claim 1, with the exception that it 
recites upper and lower retaining edges, instead of upper and lower annular retaining 
edges, as recited in claim 1. Thus, claim 24 is allowable for at least the same reasons 
given in the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance at pages 4-5 of the Office 
Action. Since claims 25-26 depend from claim 24, they are likewise allowable. 

Conclusion 

Each of the pending claims in this application is in condition for allowance and 
early notice to this effect is earnestly solicited. If, for any reason, the Examiner is unable 
to allow the application and feels that a telephone conference would be helpful to resolve 
any issues, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned attorney at 
the 847-277-9500. 
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No additional fee is believed to be due with this reply. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: July 6, 2005 




Michael K. Lindsey, Reg. No. 59,278 
Attorney for Applicant 

Gavrilovich, Dodd & Lindsey, LLP 

330 E. Main St. Suite 205 
Barrington, 1L 60010 
(847) 277-9500 (direct) 
(847) 277-9525 (fax) 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: Stephen Pearson 

Appl.No. 10/803,302 
Filed: March 18, 2004 

For: CONTAINER HAVING ROTATABLE 
RING 



Art Unit: 3728 
Examiner: Jerrold Johnson 
Arty. Docket: MKL-006 



Information Disclosure Statement 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, V A 22313-1450 

Dear Examiner: 

Listed on accompanying forms are documents that may be considered material to the 
examination of this application, in compliance with the duty of disclosure requirements of 37 
C.F.R.§§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. 

Where the publication date of a listed document does not provide a month of publication, 
the year of publication of the listed document is sufficiently earlier than the effective U.S. filing 
date and any foreign priority date so that the month of publication is not in issue. Applicant has 
listed publication dates on the attached PTO forms based on information presently available to 
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the undersigned. However, the listed publication dates should not be construed as an admission 
that the information was actually published on the date indicated. 

Applicant reserves the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over 
any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be prior 
art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 

This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been made, or 
that information more material to the examination of the present patent application does not 
exist. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on the material submitted 
herewith. It is further understood that the Examiner will consider information that had been cited 
by or submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in a prior application relied on under 35 
U.S.C. § 120. 1 138 OG 37, 38 (May 19, 1992). 

Applicant has checked the appropriate boxes below. 
□ 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the U.S. 

tiling date OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. No 
statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 -97(e) or fee is required, or 
B 2. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after the 
U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 
merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance, or 
action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and 

□ a. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e)(1), or 

□ b. I hereby state that no item of information in this Information Disclosure Statement 

was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) 
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more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2), or 
El c. Attached is form PTO-2038 in the amount of $ 1 80.00 in payment of the fee under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

□ 3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after the 
U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of 
Allowance, but on or before payment of the Issue Fee. Attached is our Check No. 

in the amount of $ in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. 

§1.17(i), and 

□ a. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e)(1), or 

□ b. I hereby state that no item of information in this Information Disclosure Statement 

was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1 56(c) 
more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1 -97(e)(2). 

□ 4. Relevance of the non-English language document(s) is discussed in the present 

specification. 

□ 5. The document(s) was/were cited in a corresponding foreign application. An English 

language version of the foreign search report is attached for the Examiner's 
information. 

□ 6. A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language documents) appears 

below: 

□ 7. The Examiner's attention is directed to co-pending U.S. Patent Application No. , 

filed which are directed to related technical subject matter. The 
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identification of these U.S. Patent Applications is not to be construed as a waiver 
of secrecy as to those applications now or upon issuance of the present application 
as a patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the cited 
applications and the art cited therein during examination. 



□ 8. Copies of the documents were cited by or submitted to the Office in Application No. 



35 U.S.C. § 120. Thus, copies of these documents are not attached. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.98(d). 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the enclosed 
PTO forms, and to indicate in the official file wrapper of this patent application that the 
documents have been considered. 



Attorney for Applicant 

Gavrilovich, Dodd & Lindsey, LLP 
330 E. Main St., Suite 205 
Barrington, IL 60010 
(847) 277-9500 
(847) 277-9525 (fax) 



, filed 



, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 
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